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Abstract : We are facing in society of declining birthrate and aging population. At regional area, creation of prosperity
by using local resources is effective for revitalization, and there are some historical heritages. The provincial concrete
bridges constructed in Taisho and early Showa periods are one of local historic heritages. These bridges has
characteristic decorative shapes, and there are some episodes of inhabitants as a sequel of common using for a long time

period. In this paper, we report on some challenges about utilization of Yamada Bridge, that is historical concrete bridge,

for communal activities and regional education. We held a workshop for children and elderlies at Yamada Elementary
School, that aims to making the handmade lantern to illuminate Yamada Bridge by using Japanese paper. At the
lighting event on Yamada Bridge, we met 200 visitors at least, and the bridge was bustling with many people from
elderlies to children. It was a precious opportunity of intergenerational exchanges in regional area. After this workshop
and lighting event, some changes occurred in value recognition of chileren and inhabitants. In conclusion, we
considered that Elementary school in regional area of declining birthrate and aging population play important roles to
produce social connection, and increasing degree of opportunity of intergenerational exchanges based on regional
education is effective for regional revitalization.

Key Words : local heritage, historical bridge, Japanese paper lanterns, regional education, intergenerational exchanges,
aging population, declining birthrate, regional revitalization, sustainable society
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