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Fostering self-learning attitudes at Dewey Experimental School

Common Education Center Masaaki Nagata

In January 1896, Dewey opened an experimental school at the University of Chicago,
and it was necessary to develop educational activities that emphasized the creativity
and developmental stage of children from the criticism of so—called cramming education
that had been practiced in the United States. It is probable that it was an educational
practice that appropriately linked both the viewpoint of the learning child and the
viewpoint of the teaching teacher to find out what kind of educational system was
suitable. At the experimental school, it seems that all the work, not to mention the
carpentry work, was made to be as full-scale as possible. There was a basic teaching
stance unique to Dewey Experimental School that the more serious it became, the higher
level of skill was required, and that children should be able to understand the
importance of learning more and more. Since then, the curriculum centered on work in
experimental schools became a pedagogical term. However, in most schools, only the
aspect of children’s free—spirited activities was highlighted, and it was not
recognized as an educational activity in school education. Because they are children,
in most cases they had become so-called free play.
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