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Consideration on high school course of study subject “free study” and
industrial subject “problem research”

Common Education Center Masaaki Nagata

Currently, free study is widely carried out in subjects such as science study, social
study, and homemaking study, and it is recommended that student study according to their
own plans during summer vacation. However, the curriculum does not clearly describe
“free study”, and although it is a very good learning activity that can cultivate
creativity and inquiry, it seems that the practice is left to the discretion of the
school. The author was also in the high school field, but there is very little to know
the fact that “"free study” was once set as a new subject in the course of study in 1947,
but disappeared from the course of study in 1951. In addition, considering the history
of the school in Japan at that time, there might have been such problems as the learning
environment was not regulated well. However, if it had been only an external
environmental problem, it might have been revived at some point after that. Following
the school education site in Showa, subjects such as “club activities” and ”special
activities” followed “free study”. Furthermore, ” comprehensive learning” has also been
introduced in recent years. All of these subjects based on the purpose of “free study”
seem to have been searching for what kind of practice should be done. In this study,
we considered the original meaning of ”“free study” and the industrial course “problem
study” of high school, which is considered to be close to the successor subject.
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